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Monitor reporter’s
notes, files, tapes
seized by Soviets

By Gary Thatcher
Statf writer of The Christian Science Monitor

Leningrad

My return to the Soviet Union took its first unex-
pected turn when the ferry from Stockholm was di-
verted to an isolated pier in the Port of Leningrad.

A fisheries exhibition in Leningrad Harbor prompted
the diversion, I was told by officials. But awaiting the
Soviet ferry were two truckloads of uniformed border
guards of the Soviet secret police (the KGB) and cus-
toms officials. )

These Soviet officials detained me on the pier for
three hours, searching the Monitor car and all my lug-
gage and effects. Eventually they confiscated notes,
files, and tape recordings I had taken with me to Fin-
land to cover the commemoration of the Helsinki ac-
cords last week. Ironically, the confiscation was a clear
violation of those accords, signed a decade ago by 35
states including the Soviet Union. ) .

While being detained, I repeatedly identified myself
as an American correspondent, and produced an identi-
fication card indicating I was accredited by the Soviet
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. And as they conducted
their search, the customs and KGB officials referred to
me as ‘‘the journalist.” )

But the officials refused to return the seized material,
including some 125 pages of documents, two tape re-
cordings, and magazines and books. They declared the
items were "‘anti-Soviet."

Among the materials confiscated were notes regard-
ing alleged Soviet human-rights abuses, persecution of
religious activists, and reference material on Soviet po-
litical prisoners.

The officials even seized dispatches by the official
Soviet news agency Tass, because they made reference
to_the United States Central Intelligence Agency. Tass
reports are widely reprinted in Soviet newspapers. Nev-
ertheless, border guards insisted they had to be closely
examined for “‘anti-Soviet’ content.

One tape contained a previously recorded interview
with Yun Balovlenkov, a Soviet citizen who recently
ended a hunger strike. He was protesting the refusal of
Soviet authorities to allow him to live in the US with his
American wife and two children.

The other was a recording of a press conference given
in Helsinki by Avital Shcharansky, wife of imprisoned
Jewish dissident Anatoly Shcharansky. I had used both
tapes for reference in the preparation of stories that I
wrote for the Monitor while attending the anniversary of
the signing of the Helsinki aecords in the Finnish
capital.

Officials conducting the search initiaily insisted that
the only things confiscated were the two tape recordings
and one copy each of Time and Newsweek magazines.
But I noticed one official attempting to stuff a sheaf of

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/12/20 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000706660020-8

9 August 1985

\
TDecIassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/12/20 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000706660020-8

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR

STAT

papers into a valise and recognized some of the materia]
from my own files. .

After being challenged, the official admitted that he
had taken 125 pages of documents from my luggage. He
refused to allow the material to be inventoried or num-
bered. When I asked for access to a telephone in order to
contact the US consulate in Leningrad, the officials hast-
ily departed, leaving my luggage, personal effects. and
files strewn over the pier.

Before departing, however, the officials gave me a re-
ceipt for the seized material and said the documents
could be picked up in “three or four days,” unless they
were still found to be ‘“‘anti-Soviet." Informed sources
say there is little doubt the material would be duplicated
defore being returned, if it is returned at all.

The Helsinki Final Act, signed by the late Soviet
President Leonid Brezhnev on Aug. 1, 1975, pledges the
states that signed it to ‘“‘facilitate the freer and wider dis-
semination of information of all kinds . . . and to improve
the conditions under which journalists from one partici-
pating state exercise their profession in another. . .
The US has alse signed the Helsinki Final Act,

The Final Act also pledges the countries which signed
it to ““facilitate the improvement of the dissemination, on
their territory, of newspapers and printed publication . . .
from the other participating states.” During the anniver-
sary ceremonies in Helsinki, Soviet authorities insisted
that they complied with all provisions of the agreement.

_However, the authorities at Leningrad told me that
Time and Newsweek are “prohibited” in the Soviet
Union and seized a copy of each of them.

I repeatedly cited the Helsinki Final Act in attempting
to prevent the confiscation of my material. I was told that
the act did not apply to “‘anti-Soviet" materials, and that
only Soviet authorities can decide what is “‘anti-Soviet."

One Western diplomat who was told of the incident
said, “I don't think there's any doubt that it's a violation
of the Helsinki Final Act.”

Soviet authorities routinely praise the uniformed
KGRB border guards for their *'vigilance™ in halting sus-
pect literature — not to mention people — at the coun-
try’s borders. The Leningrad detachment came in for
special praise in the July 10 edition of Leningradskaya
Pravda, the official Communist Party newspaper here.

Leningrad has also earned a reputation as one of the
most difficult Soviet cities for foreigners to visit, despite
its architectural splendor and undeniable charm.

Incidents against US citizens. some including phys-
ical assaults, involved tourists and diplomats. But the
action against me is believed to be the first time in recent
years that a journalist's notes have been taken. And it is
the latest in what one well-informed source calls a
“spate’’ of incidents involving Americans in Leningrad.

A US consular official. Ronald Harms, was beaten by
unknown assailants in downtown Leningrad in April
1984. Official complicity was widely suspected, and the
State Department protested to Soviet authorities.

Last year a student studying Russian here was also
assaulted, allegedly after meeting with Soviet dissidents.

These incidents, along with others, prompted repeated
US State Department protests to Soviet authorities. And
the refusal of Soviet authorities to allow US citizens to
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consult with the Leningrad consulate led to the issuance
of a travel advisory by the State Department. q

The advisory, issued Aug. 6 last year, reportedly hﬁ
an immediate impact on the number of US tourists who
came to this historic city, visited by some 40,000 Amer:
cans yearly. .

Wey:tem diplomats say Leningrad authorities subs«z
quently proved cooperative in improving customs an
immigration procedures, as well as ensuring t..hose e-
tained by police could contact consular officials. The
travel advisory was lifted by the State Department on
March 6 of this year.

Western diplomats are quick to note that treatment of
tourists has unquestionably improved. Still, some have
detected an upswing in problems coinciding with the
summer tourist season. At least four Americans have
been forced to leave the Soviet Union from Leningrad so
far this year. A number of others have been questioned
by Soviet authorities and warned not to meet with Soviet
citizens. ]

In many cases, the aim seems to be to prevent Ameri-
cans from meeting with ‘refuseniks’ — Soviet Jews de-
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“We have had a lot of problems with literature. relj-
glous literature,” says one tour guide who frequently ac-
companies groups to Leningrad.

In at least two cases this year, women tourists have
been “'strip searched™" and later described the experience
as “humiliating.” Videocassettes have also been confis-
cated, some containing vacation pictures taken prior to
entering the Soviet Union.

“We can do what we want,” I was told by one man
who questioned me, a plainclothes man wearing dark
sunglasses.

Although my car was held for three hours, the other
vehicles unloaded from the ferry — a Soviet government-
owned truck and two private vehicles — were inspected
and cleared in approximately 40 minutes.

I was asked whom I would be seeing and what I would
be writing about in Leningrad, and whether I shared the
“‘anti-Soviet" views in the material confiscated from me.

When I asked the border guards how they squared
their actions with the pledges made in the Helsinki Final
Act, there was no reply.

nied permisssion to emigrate.

Others have encountered difficulties because they had

religious literature in their luggage.
Extracts
Leningrad

Bernard Kalb, US State Department
spokesman:

The Christian Science Monitor corre-
spoadent Gary Thatcher was detained by
Soviet authorities in Leningrad for three
hours yesterday Aug. 7. ... We view this
incident as contradictory to the Helsinki
Final Act and contradictory to the recent
Soviet reaffirmation of the act. We've pro-
lested this incident with the appropriate
Soviet authorities in Moscow. The protest
was registered this morning and we've
strongly urged the Soviets to return the
journalist's materials. . . .

Sen. Alfonse D’Amato (R) of New York,
chairman of the US  Helsinki
Commission:

{The detention of Mr. Thatcher| should

send a signal to all that behind the smiling
faces at the Helsinki 10th anniversary
commemoration lurks the steel teeth of
the KGB.

Confiscation of tapes, notes and other
materials which are the professional tools
of a journalist is in direct violation of the
Helsinki Final Act and the Madrid Con-
cluding Documents. . . .

The American Society of Newspaper
Editors: '

...These atrocious actions [taken
against Mr. Thatcher] violate interna-
tional understandings that have been
reached in respect to the treatment and
freedoms of journalists. Alarmed and
outraged, the American Society of News-
vaper Editors will immediately reassess
the Soviet-American exchange of journal-
ists that has been planned for 1986. . . .

from protests over Monitor incident in

Monitor Editor Katherine
Editor in Chief Earl Foell to
ister Eduard Shevardnadze:
The Christian Science Monitor vigor-
ously protests the detention of its corre-

Fanning and
Foreign Min-

spondent, Gary Thatcher, and the
confiscation and theft of his personal pa-
pers and other materials.

We demand an immediate explanation
for this absolutely unprovoked action.
Such behavior on the part of Soviet au-
thorities in Leningrad is a serious viola-
tion of the Agreement on Freedom of In-
formation signed by the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics. Ironically this breach
of the agreement solemnly signed by your
country comes at the very time when we
are celebrating the 10th anniversary of the
Helsinki accords.

All three actions taken against corre-
spondent Thatcher — detention for three
hours, confiscation of some materials, and
theft of others — are contrary to both the
spirit and letter of those accords. This in-
cident will serve as a blunt reminder to
the world that the USSR continues to vio-
late basic human rights.

To our regret, it also contradicts state-
ments issued by the new leadership of the
Soviet Union, indicating that leadership’s
intention to improve relations with the
United States. . . . As you know, readers
of the world newspapers such as the Mon-
itor judge nations not by their declara-
tions but by their acts. . . .
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